
 

 

EUGENE “GENE” GARRETT, Ph.D.  (1925 - 1993) 

 

     Gene Garrett was a relentless tennis player; yet a bit shy off the court. He was well known for his even 

temper, his quick sense of humor, and just being “a pleasure to be around.” 

     Gene was born in Las Vegas, New Mexico in 1925 and moved to San Diego when he was four or five. 

Gene began playing tennis in San Diego at the University Heights courts at age of 12, under the watchful eye 

of Wilbur Folsom. Gene was a quick study and soon rose to dominate the junior tournaments in Southern 

California, such as the Clay Court Championships and Interscholastic Championships. While at San Diego 

High School, Gene won the prestigious Dudley Cup. He also won the Eastern Sectional tournament and was 

the fourth ranked junior in the nation. Also, Maureen Connelly credited Gene with being her inspiration to 

take up tennis after witnessing his remarkable tennis skills. 

     In high school, Gene’s formidable tennis skills got the UCLA coach’s attention. The attention was 

mutual and Gene went to play for the Bruins. During his time at UCLA, Gene reached a US ranking of #13. 

In 1950, Gene was instrumental in securing UCLA’s first national team championship in any sport, while 

going undefeated in dual matches. That same year, along with partner, Herbie Flam, Gene won the 

Intercollegiate (NCAA) Doubles title. Teammate Glenn Bassett recalls Gene as “a very gifted player,” but 

whose studies came first because, at that time, tennis careers were tenuous. 

     After graduating from UCLA in 1950, Gene traveled to Paris to study for his Masters degree in 

Philosophy at the Sorbonne (University of Paris). During his university years, 1950 to 1952, Gene traveled 

Europe playing the top tournaments including, Wimbledon, the French Open & Italian Open. Although his 

studies and tennis occupied most of his time in Paris, Gene was known to occasionally take music gigs at 

cafes in Paris. His guitar in hand, Gene would serenade cafe patrons with some of his favorites, such as Blue 

Moon and Summertime.  

     Before earning his doctorate at Columbia University and settling into a life as a professor, Gene 

competed not only at Wimbledon (1951, 52 and 54) and the French Open, but at the US National 

Championships at Forest Hills (1948 and 53). Gene achieved victories over several of the top players of his 

era including Vic Seixas, Barry McKay and Dick Savitt (all US #1), Pancho Gonzales, 1948; Wimbledon 

champ Bob Falkenburg, Baron Gottfried von Cramm, and Bobby Riggs.  

     Despite being diagnosed with diabetes in 1952, which in those days was difficult to treat, Gene kept 

playing, and in 1953 was ranked #25 nationally in singles 

     In 1956 Gene began a transition from playing the game he loved so much, to teaching it. He was hired 

by Syracuse University to simultaneously teach philosophy and be its tennis coach. After 10 years, Gene 

moved to teach Philosophy at Hamilton College, and later, Central Connecticut State University. 

     Gene’s passion for teaching lead him to join and become a celebrated member of the United States 

Professional Tennis Association (USPTA). Over the decades he taught at some of the country’s most 

prestigious tennis clubs, including Sedgwick Farms in Syracuse where Bill Tilden often played; Portland 

Country Club, The Piping Rock Club, The Concord Hotel, and, from 1970 to 1984, at that tennis landmark, 

the Seabright Lawn Tennis & Cricket Club. 

     Gene retired from Connecticut State University in 1989 and moved back to his hometown, San Diego 

in 1989. Here, he was reunited with, and subsequently married, his junior tennis female counterpart and 

fellow Dudley Cup champion, Jeanne Doyle. Jeanne would say, that in his latter days, though his diabetes 

made seeing the ball difficult, Gene would still go to Morley Field to play his beloved tennis with friends. 

     In 1991, Gene, was feted at a banquet in Palm Springs, CA to honor his contributions to the formation 

of the Association of Tennis Professionals (ATP). 

     In October of 1993, Gene succumbed to complications following leg surgery for his diabetes, 

     Gene was married three times. He had three children with his first wife, Liliane: Gerald, Helen & Daniel. 

Sandra Pirkey was his second wife; Michele his stepdaughter. With his third wife, Jeanne Doyle-Garrett, he 

gained two more stepchildren, Vikki and Lance Lareau. Gene has four grandchildren: Ian Turley; Abigail, 

Connor, and Robert Garrett. 


