
KRISTIEN KEMMER  (1952 - ) 

 

     “This hard-hitting lefty is known for her big forehand, which is one of the hardest shots in the women's 

game today.” (Professional tournament press release about Kristien.) 

     Kristien Kemmer was born July 25, 1952 in San Diego, California. Kristien’s parents would play tennis 

in Mission Valley while 7 year old Kristien just played around at the club. One day, her parents’ friends 

took young Kristien out to hit. Bingo! Kristien took to tennis like a butterfly takes to nectar. By age 7 1/2, 

precocious Kristien was playing tournaments. Her parents decided that Kristien would benefit from 

professional guidance. Wilbur Folsom was the first in a long line of elite tennis professionals who helped 

Kristien along her tennis career. Others were: Carl Eltzholtz, Ben Press, Les Stoefen, Alex Gordon, George 

Toley, Nancy Chaffee Kiner, Pancho Gonzales, Pancho Segura, Darlene Hard, Nick Bolletieri, Vic Braden 

and Ken Walts. Kristien was even fortunate enough to spend two weeks training under the direction of the 

legend, Maureen “Little Mo” Connelly-Brinker. 

     With such top-notch coaching, it is no surprise the talented Kristien started winning local and Southern 

California tournaments by the bushel, including multiple Harper Ink Tournament victories in San Diego. At 

age 12, Kristien’s strong forehand and fiery competitive spirit propelled her onto the national tennis scene. 

At the Girls 12 Nationals, the favored Kristien fell ill to pneumonia and had to retire. After that, from age 

groups 14‘s to 18‘s, Kristien won 10 National Junior Tennis titles in singles and doubles. 

     Locally, Kristien played for The Bishop’s School in La Jolla along with stand-outs, Janet Newberry 

and Vicki Rodgers. Theirs was one of the two strongest teams in Southern California. Kristien’s reputation 

as a skilled and fierce competitor led USC coach, George Toley, to offer her a full scholarship. However, 

Kristien had higher aspirations.  

     Kristen turned pro at age 17 and joined the Virginia Slims Circuit the year after its formation as its 

youngest member. That same year, because of her strong match results, Kristien was named the Virginia 

Slims “Max-Pax” Rookie of the Year. Kristien and partner, Valerie Ziegenfuss, were one of the top four 

doubles teams on the Virginia Slims Circuit.  

     During her 10 year career, Kristien reached the fourth round at Wimbledon twice, 1973 & 1974, and 

in Mixed Doubles, 1974. Her doubles prowess took her to the semi-finals of the French Open Mixed Doubles 

in 1973; the semi-finals of the US Open Mixed Doubles, 1977. Ultimately, Kristien’s ranking rose to World 

No.7 in 1977. Her US rankings were top 10: No. 7 in 1973, and No. 8 in 1977. Many of Kristien’s victories 

came over such notable world class players as: Rosie Casals, Francois Durr, Helen Gourlay, Nancy Gunter, 

Terry Holladay, Karen Krantzcke, Kathy Kuykendall, Janet Newberry, Marita Redondo, Mona Schallau, 

Betty Stove, Virginia Wade, and Val Ziegenfuss. Perhaps Kristien’s favorite memory of her professional 

tour career is playing on Wimbledon’s hallowed Centre Court in 1971 against eventual champion, Yvonne 

Goolagong, in front of a packed stadium crowd.  

     In 1974, Kristien signed to play for the Denver Racquets in World Team Tennis’ inaugural season. 

Another one of her fondest memories is that of playing for the Denver Racquets during their championship 

season. The Racquets subsequently moved to Phoenix the next year, and it was there that Kristien would 

find her forever home.  

     Kristien retired from the Racquets and from professional tennis in 1979 at the age of 27. With her vast 

knowledge of tennis and her local celebrity, Kristien became the Head Professional at the Mountain 

Shadows Resort in Phoenix. Finally, wanting to be closer to home and family, Kristien gave tennis lessons 

at her private court for 22 years. Kristien is self-employed and lives with her husband, Frank Ziska, in 

Phoenix, Arizona. They have two children, Kristien Cara and Zakrey.  


