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     Rosalyn Fairbank (everybody calls her “Ros") was born in Durban, South Africa in 1960. She was 
also born with a gift for athletics. Young Ros excelled in all sports: field hockey, swimming, track & field, 
and a basketball derivative called, “net ball.” As a senior in high school, Ros won her state’s Super Sports 
Competition for women. It required competing in 10 different sporting events. Ironically, tennis was not 
one of them.  
     Ros became enamored with tennis after watching her mother play. An inspired Ros began practicing 
on her own by hitting balls against the wall of her house for hours on end. At age 12, she began playing 
tournaments and collecting awards. By age 15, Ros’ tennis skills had expanded to the point that she began 
to play at a national level. Soon after Ros reached the highest echelon of South Africa’s junior players, 
she was invited to compete in junior tournaments around the globe, including: Junior Wimbledon, the 
Orange Bowl, and the Pepsi World Junior Championships. Ros became known as one the world’s top 
juniors. 
     With her junior successes under her belt and her parents blessing, Ros turned pro in 1979. In 
Australia, she won four of five satellite tournaments and reached the final of Sydney, the lead-up to the 
Australian Open. These, among other convincing results, propelled Ros’ ranking into the top 55 of the 
Women’s Tennis Association (WTA) professional circuit. It also provided her the means to eventually 
purchase a condo in San Diego, the place she fell in love with after playing here in the 1980 Virginia Slims 
event. San Diego became her home base. 
     As a WTA professional, Ros’ determined and unrelenting play resulted in an substantial record of 
achievements in both singles and doubles. Ros was: The Virginia Slims of Richmond Singles & Doubles 
Champion in 1983. The French Open Doubles Champion in 1981 & 1983. The US Open Doubles finalist, 
1983. The French Open Mixed Doubles finalist, 1996. A Wimbledon Womens’ Singles Quarterfinalist, 
1986 & 1988.  
     Ros’ considerable athletic skills enabled her to attain a world ranking of #15. Her competitive nature 
brought her wins against such all-time WTA stars as: Billie Jean King, Pam Shriver, Monica Seles, 
Gabriella Sabatini, Hana Mandlikova, Wendy Turnbull, Zina Garrison, and Jana Novatna. In all, Ros won 
18 WTA titles and nearly 800 matches. 
     Ros was a regular on the WTA tour until 1998. It was then that she retired and settled in to everyday 
life in her adopted hometown, San Diego.  
     Yet even after retirement and a growing family, Ros still found time to compete. And, like a good 
wine, her results improved with time. Ros added to her already impressive resume by winning the US 
Open 35 Singles (twice); Wimbledon 35s (three times); the Women's Open Hard Court Championships in 
2008 & Doubles in 2009; the 40's National Hard Court Championships in 2009; the 50's World Singles 
Championships in 2012; the 50's National Hard Court Championships in 2012, 2014, 2015, 2016 & 2017; 
the 45's National Doubles title, 2016; and the 50's National Doubles title, 2017. Ros lead the 50's USA 
team to the World Team Championships titles in 2013 & 2015. She also captained the team in 2017. 
     As a San Diegan, she works to better her community. Ros parleys her considerable tennis celebrity 
to the benefit of many charity events and pro/ams. Particularly dear to her heart, Ros volunteers a great 
deal of her time to GenerateHope, an organization that houses and rehabilitates women who have been 
sex trafficked. To aid in GenerateHope’s all important funding, Ros, the mover and shaker, and four 
friends, sponsor a dinner/auction event every year called, the “Love Forty Challenge.” So named because 
it costs $40,000 a year to support a woman who comes in, metaphorically down love-40, but who hasn’t 
lost yet -- and won’t, as long as GenerateHope is there. Ros and husband, Bob, have two children and live 
in Rancho Bernardo. 


